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Abstract: Musical theater, as a
comprehensive performance art that
integrates various forms of art such as drama,
music, and dance, has undergone a
transformation from introduction to
localization since its introduction to China in
the 20th century, and has gradually become
an important component of higher education
in China. This study reviews the development
history, educational status, problems and
challenges faced by musicals in higher
education in China, and proposes
corresponding innovation and development
strategies. Research has shown that with the
rise of musicals in China, more and more
higher education institutions are establishing
majors or courses related to musicals, aiming
to cultivate musicals talents with professional
competence and innovative abilities. These
courses cover multiple directions such as
musical performance, screenwriting, and
directing, emphasizing the combination of
theory and practice, and enhancing students
professional competence and practical
abilities through diverse teaching methods.
However, musical education also faces some
problems and challenges in its development
process, such as unclear educational concepts
and training objectives, limitations in
teaching methods and tools, and unclear
prospects for subject development and
employment. In response to these issues, this
study proposes strategies such as educational
and teaching innovation, discipline
construction and development, industry-
university research cooperation and practice,
aiming to improve the quality and
effectiveness of musical education, promote
the close connection and interactive
development between musical education and
industry. At the same time, this study also
compared and analyzed the musical
education models at home and abroad,
pointing out the advantages of foreign
musical education in practical teaching,

school enterprise cooperation, etc., providing
useful reference for the reform and
innovation of domestic musical education.
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1. Introduction

1.1 The Origin and Development of Musical
Theatre in China
Musical theater, as a comprehensive stage art
that integrates various forms of art such as music,
dance, and drama, has gone through a tortuous
and exciting development process since its
introduction to China in the 20th century.
Initially, musicals appeared in China as a form
of foreign culture, mainly relying on the
introduction of classic foreign plays for
performances, such as "The Phantom of the
Opera" and "The Sound of Music". The staging
of these plays not only brings a new artistic
experience to Chinese audiences, but also
provides opportunities for local musical creators
to learn and draw inspiration [1].
With the passage of time, Chinese musical
creators have begun to attempt to integrate local
cultural elements into their musical creations, in
order to create musical works with Chinese
characteristics. During this process, traditional
Chinese opera, folk songs, martial arts
movements, and other folk arts with unique
regional characteristics were cleverly integrated
into music and dance performances, greatly
enriching the stage performance of Chinese
original musicals. These works not only
showcase the charm of traditional Chinese
culture, but also win widespread love and
recognition from the audience.
The Chinese musical theater market is showing
a thriving development trend. On the one hand,
original musical works continue to emerge with
diverse themes and styles, ranging from light
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hearted comedies that reflect modern urban life
to profound plays that explore historical and
cultural connotations. These works have
demonstrated a high level of artistic quality in
terms of creative concepts and expressive
techniques, promoting the prosperous
development of Chinese musical theater art. On
the other hand, the audience for musicals in
China is constantly expanding, with more and
more viewers willing to enter theaters and
personally experience the audio-visual feast and
emotional resonance brought by musicals [2].
In the process of development, Chinese musicals
have actively drawn on international advanced
experience and engaged in extensive exchanges
and cooperation with the musical industry of
various countries around the world. This not
only provides Chinese musical creators with a
broader perspective and more sources of
inspiration, but also lays a solid foundation for
Chinese musicals to enter the world stage.
Musical theater in China has gone through a
development process from scratch, from niche to
mass, gradually forming an artistic style and
market pattern with Chinese characteristics.
Looking into the future, we have reason to
believe that with the continuous efforts of local
creators and the continuous support of the
audience, Chinese musicals will continue to
prosper and become an important force to
promote the progress of culture and art [3]. At
the same time, we also look forward to Chinese
musicals shining brighter on the international
stage and making greater contributions to the
exchange and interaction of world culture and
art.

1.2 Integration of Higher Education and
Musical Theatre
Higher education plays a crucial role in the
development of musical theater. With the
gradual maturity of the Chinese musical market
and the diversification of audience aesthetics,
higher education institutions are increasingly
emphasizing the cultivation of musical talents.
More and more universities are establishing
majors or courses related to musicals to meet the
industry's demand for professional talents.
These higher education institutions not only
offer core courses such as musical performance,
screenwriting, and directing, but also emphasize
interdisciplinary learning and practice, such as
the integration of music, dance, drama, and other
arts. This comprehensive educational model

helps cultivate students' comprehensive literacy
and innovative abilities, enabling them to excel
in future musical theater creation and
performance.
Taking the Central Academy of Drama as an
example, the school established the Dance
Drama Department and Dance Drama
Performance major as early as 2014 to fill the
gap in domestic dance drama performance
talents. This measure not only enriches the
educational resources of musicals, but also
provides the industry with more professionals
with professional qualities. At the same time,
some universities actively cooperate with well-
known foreign musical education institutions,
introducing advanced educational concepts and
teaching methods to further enhance the
internationalization level of Chinese musical
education.
In the process of combining higher education
with musical theater, the practical aspect cannot
be ignored. Many universities provide a
platform for students to showcase their talents
through organizing musical creation and
performance practices, participating in domestic
and international musical competitions, and
other activities. These practical activities not
only exercise students' professional abilities, but
also enhance their teamwork spirit and
innovation awareness.
Higher education institutions also undertake the
mission of theoretical research and cultural
inheritance in musical theater. By offering
courses on musical theater research and
organizing academic seminars, university
teachers and students delve into the artistic
characteristics, development history, and future
trends of musical theater, contributing their
wisdom to the prosperity and development of
the musical theater industry [4].
Musical education in higher education also faces
some challenges. For example, how to balance
the teaching proportion of theory and practice,
how to improve students' comprehensive quality
to meet industry needs, etc. In response to these
issues, universities need to continuously explore
innovative educational models, strengthen
connections and cooperation with the industry,
to ensure the quality and effectiveness of
musical education .
The combination of higher education and
musical theater is of great significance for the
development of China's musical theater industry.
Through efforts in professional settings, course
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arrangements, practical activities, and theoretical
research, higher education institutions have
cultivated a large number of outstanding talents
in the field of musical theater, promoting the
prosperity and progress of Chinese musical
theater art.

1.3 Research Background and Significance
In the current era of cultural and artistic
diversity, musical theater, as a comprehensive
art form that integrates music, dance, and drama,
is gradually receiving widespread attention and
love. Especially in China, with the rapid
development of the economy and the prosperity
of culture and art, the development of musicals
in higher education has also shown a thriving
trend. In depth research on the development of
musical theater in higher education in China not
only helps us to have a more comprehensive
understanding of the connotation and value of
this art form, but also provides useful references
for the reform and innovation of musical theater
education.
By exploring the current situation and problems
of musicals in higher education in China, we can
gain a clearer understanding of the challenges
and opportunities faced by current musicals
education. For example, in the curriculum
design of musical theater majors, how to ensure
that students master solid professional skills
while cultivating their innovative spirit and
cross-cultural communication ability is an
important issue facing educators. At the same
time, with the continuous expansion of the
musical market and the increasing diversity of
audience aesthetics, how to create more musical
works with Chinese characteristics and in line
with the spirit of the times is also an important
direction that musical education needs to pay
attention to.
Drawing on international advanced experience is
of great significance for promoting the
internationalization of Chinese musical
education. On the international stage, many
excellent musical productions and educational
models are worthy of our learning and reference.
For example, Broadway, as one of the centers of
global musicals, has provided us with valuable
experience through its successful business
model, innovative educational philosophy, and
abundant talent reserves. By introducing and
absorbing these international advanced
experiences, we can further enhance the overall
level of Chinese musical education and cultivate

more musical talents with international
perspectives and competitiveness.
Studying the development of musicals in higher
education in China also has profound cultural
significance. As a global art form, musical
theater not only carries the unique cultural
traditions of various countries, but also reflects
the spiritual outlook of contemporary society. In
China, the development of musicals not only
helps to inherit and promote excellent traditional
Chinese culture, but also promotes the exchange
and integration of Chinese and foreign cultures,
enhancing the international influence of Chinese
culture. Therefore, promoting the development
of musicals in higher education in China is not
only a task of art education, but also a cultural
mission.
Studying the development of musical theater in
higher education in China has important
practical significance and cultural value. By
delving into the current situation, problems, and
future development trends of musical education,
we can provide useful references for the reform
and innovation of musical education, and
promote the prosperous development of China's
musical industry.

2. Analysis of the Current Situation of
Musical Theatre Education

2.1 Curriculum Design and Teaching
Situation
The curriculum related to musicals in Chinese
higher education has shown an increasingly rich
and diversified trend. These courses not only
cover core areas such as musical performance,
musical scriptwriting, and musical directing, but
also extend to peripheral areas such as musical
stage design and musical marketing, providing
students with comprehensive learning and
development opportunities. In the teaching
process, higher education institutions emphasize
the close integration of theory and practice,
aiming to improve students' professional
competence and practical ability through
diversified teaching methods.
Through case analysis, students can gain a
deeper understanding of the creative background
and process of musical theater, thereby
deepening their understanding of the art of
musical theater. Rehearsing plays provides
students with the opportunity to personally
participate, allowing them to experience the
charm of musicals in practice and hone their
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performance skills. Stage practice is an
important link for students to transform
theoretical knowledge into practical operations.
It helps students familiarize themselves with the
stage environment, master stage skills, and lay a
solid foundation for their future careers.
In order to broaden students' international
perspectives, some universities actively invite
renowned musical theater experts from home
and abroad to give lectures or lectures. These
experts not only bring cutting-edge musical
concepts and techniques, but also provide
students with learning opportunities that are in
line with international standards. Through
communication and learning with experts,
students can be exposed to a broader field of
musical theater, enhancing their professional
competence and competitiveness.
In terms of curriculum design, higher education
institutions have also fully considered the
characteristics and goals of musical education.
As a comprehensive art form, musical theater
integrates various elements such as music, dance,
drama, etc. Therefore, in the curriculum design,
it is necessary to take into account the
knowledge and skills in these aspects. At the
same time, musical education also focuses on
cultivating students' innovative spirit and
teamwork ability to adapt to the constantly
changing market demands.
There are still some problems and challenges in
the curriculum and teaching of current musical
education. For example, some universities place
too much emphasis on the cultivation of
performance skills in their curriculum, while
neglecting the improvement of students'
theoretical literacy and innovation ability. In
addition, some universities also lack teaching
resources and are unable to provide students
with sufficient practical opportunities and high-
quality teaching environments. In response to
these issues, higher education institutions need
to continuously optimize their curriculum,
improve their teaching systems, and strengthen
the construction of teaching resources to
enhance the quality and level of musical
education.
Drawing on international advanced experience is
also an important way to promote the
development of Chinese musical education.
Through exchanges and cooperation with
internationally renowned musical education
institutions, Chinese higher education
institutions can introduce advanced educational

concepts and teaching methods, enhance their
own educational level and international
influence. This will help cultivate more musical
talents with international perspectives and
professional qualities, and promote the
prosperous development of China's musical
industry.
The curriculum and teaching situation related to
musicals in Chinese higher education are
developing towards greater specialization,
comprehensiveness, and internationalization. By
continuously optimizing and improving the
education system, Chinese higher education
institutions will provide more outstanding
talents for the development of musical theater
and make positive contributions to promoting
the prosperity and development of culture and
art.

2.2 Faculty and Teaching Resources
The teaching staff and resources of musical
education have a direct impact on the quality
and effectiveness of teaching. In China's higher
education system, the teaching staff for musical
theater education is gradually growing, and has
gathered a group of teachers with rich teaching
experience and profound professional qualities.
These teachers not only possess solid theoretical
knowledge of musical theater, but also rich
experience in stage practice and teaching, which
can provide students with comprehensive and
multi-level guidance.
Compared with developed countries, there is
still a significant gap in musical teaching
resources in China. On the one hand, the
construction of teaching materials is relatively
lagging behind, lacking systematic and
comprehensive musical education materials,
which to some extent restricts the development
of musical education. At present, domestic
universities rely more on imported textbooks or
self compiled textbooks based on teachers' own
experience in selecting musical theater
textbooks. Although this has alleviated the
problem of textbook shortage to a certain extent,
in the long run, it is still necessary to strengthen
the construction of localized and systematic
textbooks [5].
The construction of the repertoire library also
urgently needs to be strengthened. As a
comprehensive art form, musical theater's charm
largely comes from its rich and colorful
repertoire. At present, there are relatively few
plays available for teaching and practice in
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musical education in Chinese universities, and
most of them are classic plays, lacking novelty
and diversity. This not only limits students'
choice space, but also affects the innovation and
development of musical education [5].
Some universities also have obvious deficiencies
in musical teaching facilities. Musical theater
teaching requires complete hardware support
such as sound equipment, stage facilities, and
rehearsal venues. However, some universities
have limited funding or insufficient attention,
resulting in outdated and incomplete teaching
facilities, which seriously affects the
improvement of teaching effectiveness.
Although China has made some progress in the
teaching staff and resources of musical theater
education, it still faces many challenges. In
order to further improve the quality and
effectiveness of musical education, we need to
start from multiple aspects such as strengthening
textbook construction, enriching repertoire
resources, and improving teaching facilities to
comprehensively promote the development of
musical education. At the same time, we should
actively learn from international advanced
experience, strengthen exchanges and
cooperation with foreign universities and
institutions, in order to continuously improve the
overall level of musical education in China.

2.3 Student Participation and Feedback
The participation and feedback of students in
musical theater courses are key indicators for
evaluating the quality of musical education. By
analyzing students' participation and feedback in
depth, we can better understand the actual
effectiveness of musical education and the room
for improvement that exists.
In musical theater courses, students'
participation is usually reflected in classroom
enthusiasm, level of engagement in play
rehearsals, and participation in stage practice.
According to the survey, most students have a
strong interest in musical theater courses. They
actively participate in classroom discussions, are
enthusiastic about rehearsing plays, and
showcase their talents in stage practice. This
high level of participation not only helps to
enhance students' professional competence, but
also cultivates their teamwork spirit and
innovation awareness [6].
Student feedback is also an important basis for
optimizing musical education. Students
generally believe that musical theater courses

provide them with valuable opportunities to
broaden their horizons and enhance their
practical abilities. Some students have also put
forward improvement suggestions, such as
strengthening the systematic and in-depth
rehearsal of plays, increasing opportunities for
stage practice, and promoting exchanges and
cooperation with the international musical
industry. These feedback opinions reflect
students' expectations for higher quality musical
education and provide direction for educators to
reform and innovate.
In primary and secondary schools, the
application of musical theater is equally
widespread and effective. Through the teaching
practice of musicals, students can learn music
knowledge and enhance their artistic literacy in
a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. As a
comprehensive art form, musical theater can not
only stimulate students' interest in learning, but
also cultivate their creativity, imagination, and
collaborative abilities. Therefore, the application
of musical theater is of great significance in the
practice of artistic quality education in primary
and secondary schools [2].
The experience of students in the process of
musical creation and performance is also worth
paying attention to. By participating in the
creation and performance of musicals, students
can gain a deeper understanding of the
interdisciplinary nature of art, enhance their self-
concept, and make significant progress in
musical achievement. This experience not only
contributes to the personal growth of students,
but also lays a solid foundation for their future
development.
The participation and feedback of students in
musical theater courses are important indicators
for measuring teaching quality. By analyzing
these indicators in depth, we can gain a more
comprehensive understanding of the current
situation and problems in musical education,
providing useful references for future reforms
and innovations. At the same time, educators
should actively respond to students' expectations
and needs, continuously optimize the content
and form of musical education, in order to
cultivate more musical talents with professional
qualities and innovative abilities.

3. Issues and Challenges in Musical Theatre
Education

3.1 Educational Philosophy and Training
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Objectives
When exploring the issues and challenges of
musical education in higher education in China,
we have to pay attention to the key link of
educational philosophy and training objectives.
At present, some universities still adhere to
traditional educational concepts in the field of
musical education, which overly emphasizes the
cultivation of students' professional skills, while
relatively neglecting the cultivation of students'
comprehensive qualities, humanistic literacy,
and innovative abilities [7].
This biased educational philosophy may bring a
series of problems. Firstly, it may limit the
comprehensive development of students. In the
field of musical theater, in addition to
professional skills, artistic cultivation, cultural
understanding, innovative thinking, and other
aspects are equally important. If students only
focus on improving their skills and neglect the
exploration and understanding of the profound
cultural connotations behind musicals, they may
find it difficult to reach higher artistic levels in
the creation and performance of musicals.
This educational philosophy may lead to
students lacking market competitiveness. With
the rapid development of the cultural industry,
the demand for talent in the musical theater
market is also constantly changing. Talents with
only professional skills are no longer able to
meet the diversified demands of the market. The
modern musical industry requires versatile
talents who possess both professional skills and
good cultural literacy and innovation abilities.
Therefore, musical education in universities
must keep pace with the times, adjust
educational concepts, and adapt to changes in
market demand.
In response to the above issues, musical
education in universities should have clear
training objectives, namely to cultivate high-
quality talents with professional skills, cultural
literacy, and innovative abilities. To achieve this
goal, universities can start from the following
aspects: firstly, strengthening humanistic
education to enhance students' cultural literacy
and aesthetic ability; Secondly, emphasis should
be placed on innovative education, encouraging
students to engage in practical musical creation
and performance, and cultivating their
innovative thinking and practical abilities; The
third is to strengthen the connection with the
musical industry, understand market demand,
and provide students with more practical

opportunities and employment channels.
Adjusting the educational philosophy of musical
theater and clarifying the training objectives is
an inevitable trend in the development of
musical theater education in universities. Only
in this way can we cultivate more high-quality
musical talents that meet market demand and
promote the sustainable development of China's
musical industry.

3.2 Teaching Methods and Means
In terms of teaching methods and tools for
musicals, we must recognize that although
traditional teaching models have a stable
foundation and certain effects, they often seem
inadequate in the rapidly changing field of art.
In order to enable students to comprehensively
and deeply master the knowledge and skills of
musical theater, teaching methods and means
must keep pace with the times and constantly
innovate.
One feasible method is to introduce modern
educational technology, such as using Internet
platform for distance education, or using virtual
reality technology to simulate the stage
performance environment. These technologies
can provide students with more convenient and
efficient learning methods, while also increasing
the fun and interactivity of learning. For
example, through the Internet platform, students
can watch teaching videos anytime and
anywhere for independent learning; Virtual
reality technology allows students to perform
and practice in a virtual stage environment,
enhancing their practical skills.
In addition to utilizing modern technology,
diversified teaching activities such as workshops,
master classes, and practical performances can
also be attempted. These activities provide
students with the opportunity to personally
participate in the creation and performance
process of musicals, and engage in in-depth
communication and learning with industry
experts and peers. Through this' learning by
doing 'approach, students can not only gain more
authentic and profound learning experiences, but
also continuously hone their professional skills
and comprehensive qualities through practice.
In order to enhance students' interest and
participation in learning, teachers can also adopt
some innovative teaching methods, such as
project-based learning, situational teaching, etc.
These methods emphasize students' initiative
and inquiry, encouraging them to engage in self-
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directed and collaborative learning in the
process of solving practical problems. Through
this approach, students can not only better
understand and master the knowledge and skills
of musical theater, but also cultivate their
innovative thinking and teamwork abilities
through exploration and collaboration.
In order to improve the teaching effectiveness of
musicals, we must constantly explore and
innovate teaching methods and means, fully
utilize modern technology and diversified
teaching activities, stimulate students' interest
and participation in learning, and help them
comprehensively and deeply master the
knowledge and skills of musicals while
continuously improving their comprehensive
quality and innovation ability.

3.3 Discipline Development and Employment
Prospects
Musical theater, a discipline that integrates
various art forms such as music, dance, and
drama, is gradually emerging in China's higher
education system. However, as a relatively
emerging discipline, it inevitably encounters
some challenges in its development process.
In terms of disciplinary development, the
popularity and influence of the musical theater
discipline still need to be improved. Although
musicals have made significant progress in the
Chinese market in recent years, their status and
recognition in the academic community are still
limited compared to other traditional art
disciplines. In order to enhance the visibility of
the musical theater discipline, higher education
institutions need to strengthen cooperation and
communication with related disciplines, and
expand the scope of influence of the musical
theater discipline through interdisciplinary
discussions, project collaborations, and other
forms. At the same time, we can also draw on
the development experience of other disciplines
to continuously improve the theoretical system
and educational model of musical theater.
In terms of employment prospects, the balance
between the demand in the musical theater
market and the supply of talent urgently needs to
be addressed. With the rapid development of the
cultural industry, the musical theater market
presents enormous potential, but at the same
time, the industry's demand for professional
talents is also increasingly strong. However, the
current number and quality of graduates
majoring in musical theater in higher education

institutions have not fully met the market
demand. Therefore, higher education institutions
need to strengthen their connections with
industries, timely understand market trends and
talent demand, adjust talent training programs,
and improve the employment competitiveness of
graduates. In addition, higher education
institutions can actively engage in school
enterprise cooperation to provide students with
more practical opportunities and employment
channels, helping them better adapt to market
demand.
In order to achieve the sustainable development
of the musical theater discipline and optimize
employment prospects, higher education
institutions need to take a series of measures.
Firstly, improve the education system of musical
theater discipline, emphasize the combination of
theory and practice, and cultivate students'
comprehensive quality and innovative ability.
Secondly, strengthen the construction of the
teaching staff, introduce and cultivate a group of
teachers with rich teaching experience and
professional qualities, and improve the quality
of teaching. Finally, strengthen the connection
with the industry and society, actively carry out
school enterprise cooperation and industry
university research integration projects, and
promote the prosperous development of the
musical industry. Through these efforts, we
believe that the future of musicals in Chinese
higher education will be even brighter.

4. Innovation and Development Strategies of
Musical Theatre Education

4.1 Innovation in Education and Teaching
In the field of musical education, educational
and teaching innovation is the key to promoting
the development of the discipline. Faced with
the ever-changing technological changes and
market demands, traditional education models
are no longer able to adapt to the current
challenges. Therefore, we urgently need to
explore and implement a series of creative and
effective educational and teaching strategies.
The introduction of Internet plus education
model is particularly important. By utilizing
modern information technology tools such as
online education platforms, virtual reality
technology, etc., we can provide students with
more diverse learning resources and immersive
learning experiences. This educational model
not only effectively breaks through the
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limitations of time and space, allowing students
to learn anytime and anywhere, but also enables
personalized teaching based on students'
learning progress and interests, thereby
improving teaching effectiveness and students'
learning interests.
The development of models such as school
enterprise cooperation and industry education
integration is also an important direction for
educational and teaching innovation. By closely
collaborating with relevant enterprises and
industries, universities can timely understand
market trends and industry demands, thereby
adjusting their teaching content and talent
development direction. At the same time, this
collaborative model can provide students with
more practical opportunities and career
development resources, helping them
accumulate valuable practical experience and
professional qualities in the learning process.
In addition to the two innovative models
mentioned above, we can also draw on
international advanced experience and introduce
excellent musical works and teaching methods
from abroad. By aligning with international
standards, we can expose students to more
diverse musical styles and creative concepts,
broadening their artistic horizons and creative
ideas. At the same time, introducing advanced
teaching methods from abroad can also bring
new inspirations and inspirations to our
education and teaching, promoting the
continuous development of musical education.
In the process of implementing these innovative
educational strategies, we need to focus on
effectiveness and sustainability. Specifically, we
can continuously improve and optimize our
educational and teaching plans by regularly
evaluating teaching effectiveness, collecting
student feedback, and maintaining close contact
with industries and businesses. At the same time,
we should also pay attention to the development
trends of new technologies and concepts, timely
integrate them into musical education, and
ensure that educational and teaching innovation
can continue to promote the development of
musical education.
Through the exploration and implementation of
these innovative strategies in education and
teaching, we are expected to cultivate more
musical talents with professional qualities and
innovative abilities, and make positive
contributions to the prosperity and development
of China's musical industry.

4.2 Discipline Construction and Development
Discipline construction and development are the
core issues in the field of musical education,
which are related to the long-term planning of
musical education and the quality of talent
cultivation. In order to promote the sustainable
development of musical education, we must start
from multiple dimensions and comprehensively
strengthen the construction and development of
disciplines.
In terms of clarifying the disciplinary
positioning, we need to have a deep
understanding of the essential characteristics and
artistic laws of musical theater, and clarify its
unique position in the higher education system.
Musical theater is not only a form of performing
arts, but also a comprehensive art that integrates
various artistic elements such as music, dance,
and drama. Therefore, in terms of disciplinary
positioning, we should focus on cultivating
students' interdisciplinary thinking and
comprehensive abilities, so that they can adapt
to the diverse needs of musical theater art.
In terms of training objectives, we should focus
on the comprehensive development of students,
cultivating their solid professional qualities,
good professional ethics, and innovative spirit.
To achieve this goal, we need to build a
scientific and reasonable curriculum system that
covers multiple fields such as musical
performance, creation, and research, providing
students with comprehensive and systematic
professional knowledge education. At the same
time, we should also pay attention to the design
and implementation of practical teaching
activities, and improve students' practical and
problem-solving abilities through school
enterprise cooperation, project-based learning,
and other methods.
The construction of teaching staff is an
important guarantee for the construction and
development of disciplines. In order to improve
the overall level of musical education, we need
to introduce and cultivate a group of teachers
with rich teaching experience and professional
competence. This can be achieved through
improving the teacher introduction mechanism,
strengthening teacher training and
communication, and incentivizing teachers to
conduct scientific research and teaching
innovation. At the same time, we should also
pay attention to building a good academic
atmosphere and teaching team, providing
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teachers with a superior working environment
and broad development space.
The construction of textbooks and repertoire is
also an important foundation for the
development of musical education. In terms of
textbook construction, we need to develop a
batch of targeted, practical, and forward-looking
textbooks based on the actual needs of musical
education, providing students with high-quality
learning resources. In terms of repertoire
construction, we should pay attention to
collecting and organizing excellent musical
works at home and abroad, establish a rich and
diverse repertoire, and provide strong support
for teaching and practice. At the same time, we
should also encourage and support the creation
and performance of original musicals, promoting
the prosperous development of Chinese musical
art.
Strengthening the construction and development
of musical theater disciplines is the key to
promoting the sustainable development of
musical theater education. By clarifying the
disciplinary positioning, improving the training
objectives, strengthening the construction of the
teaching staff, promoting the construction of
textbooks and repertoire libraries, and other
measures, we can inject new vitality into
musical education, cultivate more outstanding
talents with professional qualities and innovative
abilities, and contribute to the prosperity and
development of China's music drama industry.

4.3 Industry University Research
Cooperation and Practice
The cooperation between industry, academia and
research has profound significance in the field of
musical education. This collaborative model not
only facilitates resource sharing and
complementary advantages between educational
institutions and the industry, but also provides
more practical and cutting-edge learning
experiences for students majoring in musical
theater.
In the specific implementation of industry
university research cooperation, universities can
actively seek cooperation with enterprises,
theaters, and other institutions related to
musicals. By jointly developing teaching plans,
developing courses, and participating in the
teaching process, both parties can ensure that the
teaching content is more in line with the actual
needs of the industry, thereby improving the
pertinence and practicality of education. For

example, senior industry experts such as
directors, screenwriters, and actors can be
introduced to participate in classroom teaching,
share their practical experience and industry
insights, and provide students with first-hand
industry information and professional guidance.
School enterprise cooperation can also provide
students with more practical opportunities. By
participating in rehearsals of corporate plays,
stage practices, and other activities, students can
exercise their professional skills and teamwork
abilities in a real work environment, and adapt
to the pace and requirements of the industry in
advance. The accumulation of practical
experience is extremely valuable for students'
career development.
Industry university research cooperation can
also promote innovation and development in the
musical theater industry. As an important base
for scientific research and innovation,
universities can provide new creative and
technological support for the musical industry.
Enterprises can provide market feedback and
financial support to universities, promoting the
transformation and application of scientific
research achievements. This positive interaction
and cycle can not only inject new vitality and
momentum into musical education, but also
make positive contributions to the prosperity and
development of the entire musical industry.
Collaboration and practice between industry,
academia, and research is an indispensable part
of musical education. By strengthening school
enterprise cooperation and deepening the
integration of industry and education, we can
create a more solid and broad development
platform for musical education, cultivate more
outstanding musical talents with professional
competence and innovative spirit, and contribute
our strength to promoting the prosperity and
development of China's musical industry.

5. Comparison and Reference of Musical
Theatre Education at Home and Abroad

5.1 Comparison of Musical Education Models
at Home andAbroad
There are indeed significant differences in the
education models of musical theater both
domestically and internationally, mainly due to
differences in educational concepts, resources,
and systems.
In foreign musical education, especially in
European and American countries, educators
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attach great importance to the cultivation of
students' comprehensive qualities and innovative
abilities. They encourage students to explore
various art forms and styles, not just limited to
musicals themselves. In addition, practical
teaching plays an important role in foreign
education models. Students often have the
opportunity to participate in real theatrical
productions and performances, which not only
exercises their professional skills, but also
cultivates their teamwork spirit and innovation
ability. At the same time, school enterprise
cooperation is also a major feature of foreign
musical education. Schools work closely with
theaters, performing arts companies, and other
institutions to provide students with more
practical opportunities and career development
resources.
Domestic musical education places greater
emphasis on cultivating professional skills and
imparting theoretical knowledge. This is partly
influenced by traditional educational concepts
and educational resources. However, with the
progress of the times and the updating of
educational concepts, music theater education in
China is gradually transforming, paying more
attention to practical teaching and the cultivation
of innovative abilities. For example, more and
more universities are establishing their own
experimental theater troupes to provide students
with more practical opportunities. At the same
time, domestic universities are actively seeking
cooperation with enterprises to promote the
integrated development of industry university
research in musical education.
Through comparative analysis, we can find that
foreign musical education models have
significant advantages in practical teaching,
school enterprise cooperation, and other aspects.
Therefore, domestic musical education can draw
on and learn from foreign models to further
improve its own education system. For example,
the design and implementation of practical
teaching can be strengthened to enhance
students' practical abilities and professional
qualities; At the same time, it can also
strengthen cooperation with enterprises to
promote innovation and development in the
musical industry. This can not only improve the
overall level of domestic musical education, but
also provide more outstanding talents with
professional competence and innovative ability
for the development of the musical industry.

5.2 International Cooperation and Exchange
In today's increasingly globalized world, the
importance of international cooperation and
exchange in musical education is self-evident.
Through close cooperation and in-depth
exchanges with internationally renowned
musical education institutions, we can not only
introduce and absorb advanced educational
concepts and teaching methods from abroad, but
also take this opportunity to improve the
internationalization level of domestic musical
education, thereby cultivating more talents with
international vision and competitiveness.
There are various forms of cooperation and
communication, including but not limited to
teacher-student visits, joint musical workshops,
and joint development of musical courses.
Through these activities, we can gain a more
intuitive understanding and learn about
advanced international musical education
models, while also allowing the world to learn
more about and appreciate the unique charm of
Chinese musicals.
International cooperation and exchange also
provide us with a valuable platform, which is the
international stage. By participating in
international musical competitions and
exhibitions, we can not only showcase the
achievements and characteristics of Chinese
musical education, but also take this opportunity
to enhance the international influence of Chinese
musicals. This is not only a comprehensive test
of the level of musical education in China, but
also an important opportunity to promote
Chinese musicals to the world.
To achieve these goals, we need to strengthen
our connections and communication with the
international musical industry. This includes not
only collaborations with internationally
renowned musical education institutions, but
also exchanges with various international
musical organizations. Through these channels,
we can timely obtain the latest developments
and trends in international musicals, and
continuously adjust and optimize our
educational models and methods.
Overall, international cooperation and exchange
are important ways to enhance the level of
Chinese musical education and promote Chinese
music to the world. We should make full use of
this opportunity to strengthen our connections
and communication with the international
musical industry, actively seek opportunities for
cooperation and exchange platforms, and inject

58 Journal of Higher Vocational Education (ISSN: 3005-5784) Vol. 2 No. 3, 2025

http://www.stemmpress.com Copyright @ STEMM Institute Press



new vitality and momentum into the sustainable
development of Chinese musical education.

5.3 Reference and Inspiration
After in-depth research on successful models of
musical education abroad, it is not difficult to
find that there are many valuable experiences
worth learning from for musical education in
China. These experiences not only cover
educational concepts and teaching methods, but
also include multiple levels such as educational
resource allocation and market demand
adaptability.
Foreign musical education attaches great
importance to the comprehensive development
of students, especially the cultivation of
innovative abilities. This educational philosophy
encourages educators to design a variety of
practical teaching activities, allowing students to
experience art firsthand and improve themselves.
In contrast, there is still a lot of room for
improvement in musical education in China in
this regard. We can provide students with more
platforms to showcase themselves and exercise
their abilities by adding practical courses and
strengthening school enterprise cooperation.
In addition, the investment in the construction of
teaching staff in foreign musical education is
also worth learning from. They not only value
the professional competence of teachers, but
also their teaching experience and innovative
ability. This enables foreign musical education
to continuously attract and retain outstanding
talents, thereby ensuring the quality of education.
In the construction of the teaching staff in
China's musical education, more attention
should be paid to the comprehensive ability and
teaching enthusiasm of teachers, providing them
with sufficient career development space to
stimulate their teaching enthusiasm and
innovative spirit.
The construction of textbooks and repertoire is
also a highlight of foreign musical education.
They have abundant teaching materials and
repertoire resources, which can provide students
with diverse learning choices. However, China's
construction in this area is still relatively lagging
behind, and it is necessary to strengthen
investment and enrich teaching materials and
drama resources as soon as possible to meet the
learning needs of students.
Foreign musical education places great emphasis
on adaptability to market demand. They closely
monitor industry trends and adjust educational

content and methods according to market
demand to ensure that graduates can find
employment smoothly. This is particularly
important for musical education in our country.
We should strengthen our connections with the
industry, understand market demand, and
provide more targeted education and training for
students.
Drawing on the successful experience of foreign
musical education is of great significance for the
development of musical education in China. We
should actively absorb these valuable
experiences, combine them with the actual
situation in our country, and formulate practical
and feasible education reform plans to promote
musical education in our country to new heights.

6. Conclusion and Prospect

6.1 Research Conclusion
After delving into the development trajectory of
musicals in higher education in China, this
article draws a series of important conclusions.
Firstly, it is evident that musicals are
demonstrating unprecedented vitality and
progress in the field of higher education in
China. This development is not only reflected in
the diversity of curriculum design and the
improvement of teaching quality, but also in
students' enthusiasm and participation in musical
theater courses. The emphasis and promotion of
musical theater by higher education institutions
undoubtedly lays a solid foundation for the
popularization and deepening of this art form.
Despite significant achievements, musical
education in China still faces many challenges.
Although there has been some accumulation in
terms of curriculum design, faculty strength, and
teaching resources, there is still a considerable
gap compared to the international advanced
level. Especially in terms of educational
philosophy and methods, more attention needs
to be paid to the comprehensive development of
students, rather than just the training of
professional skills. In addition, as an emerging
discipline, the status and influence of musical
theater in the academic community still need to
be further enhanced.
To address these challenges, this article
proposes a series of targeted development
strategies. This includes stimulating students'
learning interest and creativity through
educational and teaching innovation,
strengthening discipline construction and teacher

Journal of Higher Vocational Education (ISSN: 3005-5784) Vol. 2 No. 3, 2025 59

Copyright @ STEMM Institute Press http://www.stemmpress.com



training to improve teaching quality, and
promoting industry university research
cooperation to make musical education more
closely integrated with market demand. The
implementation of these strategies will
contribute to the sustained and healthy
development of musical education in higher
education in China.
This article emphasizes that drawing on the
advanced experience of foreign musical
education is of great significance for promoting
the development of musical education in China.
By aligning with international standards, we can
quickly absorb new educational concepts and
teaching methods, enrich our teaching resources,
and enhance our educational level. At the same
time, this also helps to enhance the international
influence of Chinese musical education,
enabling Chinese musical talents to showcase
their talents on a broader stage.
The development of musicals in Chinese higher
education is a complex and diverse process, full
of opportunities and challenges. Only by
constantly innovating and actively learning from
others can we seize these opportunities,
overcome these challenges, and promote musical
education to new heights in China.

6.2 Future Development Trends
The development prospects of musicals in the
field of higher education in China are broad, and
their trends can be attributed to several aspects.
Musical education will gradually deepen the
cultivation of students' comprehensive qualities
and innovative abilities. With the updating of
educational concepts, simply imparting skills is
no longer sufficient to meet the needs of the
industry. In the future, musical education will
pay more attention to the comprehensive
development of students, including artistic
cultivation, humanistic literacy, and innovative
thinking at multiple levels. By offering a diverse
range of courses and teaching modes, we aim to
stimulate students' creative potential and
cultivate versatile talents who possess solid
professional skills, broad perspectives, and
innovative spirit.
Musical education will actively seek cooperation
and exchange with related disciplines to promote
interdisciplinary integration and innovative
development. Musical theater, as a
comprehensive art form, is closely related to
multiple fields such as literature, drama, music,
and dance. By strengthening interaction with

other disciplines, musical education can draw
more inspiration and resources, enrich its own
teaching content and forms. Meanwhile, this
interdisciplinary collaboration also helps
cultivate students' diverse thinking abilities and
comprehensive problem-solving skills, laying a
solid foundation for their future career
development.
Practical teaching and school enterprise
cooperation will occupy a more important
position in musical education. Musical theater is
a highly practical art form, and stage
performance and practical experience are crucial
for students' growth. In the future, universities
will pay more attention to cooperation with
enterprises, jointly create practical teaching
platforms, and provide students with more
practical opportunities and career development
resources. Through school enterprise
cooperation, students can gain a deeper
understanding of the operational mechanism of
the musical industry, enhance their professional
ethics and comprehensive abilities.
Modern information technology will play an
increasingly important role in musical education.
With the progress of science and technology, the
Internet, big data, artificial intelligence and other
new technologies have brought revolutionary
changes to the field of education. Musical
education will also actively embrace these new
technologies, utilizing them to improve teaching
effectiveness and students' interest in learning.
For example, through online courses, virtual
laboratories, and other means, breaking the
limitations of time and space, students can
receive high-quality musical education anytime,
anywhere. At the same time, utilizing big data
and artificial intelligence technology, precise
analysis and personalized guidance can be
provided to students' learning processes, helping
them to master knowledge and skills more
efficiently.
Musical education will further strengthen
cooperation and exchange activities with
internationally renowned musical education
institutions to enhance the internationalization
level of musical education in China. In the
context of globalization, international exchange
and cooperation are of great significance for
improving the quality of education and
broadening students' horizons. By collaborating
with internationally renowned musical education
institutions, we can introduce advanced
educational concepts, teaching methods, and
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high-quality resources from abroad, injecting
new vitality and momentum into domestic
musical education. At the same time, this
international cooperation also helps to enhance
the international influence of Chinese musical
education and cultivate high-quality talents with
international perspectives and competitiveness.
The future development trends of musicals in
Chinese higher education are diverse and full of
hope. By continuously deepening education
reform, strengthening interdisciplinary
integration, enhancing practical teaching and
school enterprise cooperation, utilizing modern
information technology, and enhancing
international cooperation and exchange, we are
confident in promoting the sustained
development and prosperity of musical
education in Chinese higher education.
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